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Supporting Sustainability—a CSU Commitment to the Future
In 2014, the California State University (CSU) Board of Trustees adopted the first
systemwide Sustainability Policy to integrate sustainability into all areas of the
CSU—academics, facilities, the built environment, and student life.
At all 23 CSU campuses, sustainability requires using resources in an environmentally,
socially, and economically responsible way. It’s a core value implemented in a wide
range of practices and programs. Through this commitment, the result has been a
saving of resources, reduction of environmental impact, and expansion of educational
opportunities as the CSUs incorporate new technology and innovative practices.

How CSU Auxiliaries are Making a Difference
Auxiliaries are critical partners in sustainability efforts at CSU campuses, often
representing the most direct interface with students in student union, dining, and
housing facilities, with the ability to influence student behavior and encourage
sustainable choices. Many have taken the lead on campus-wide programs and in
adopting and implementing initiatives in their operations, such as sustainability
plans and hiring staff to oversee these programs.
• The Institute for Sustainable Development at CSU Chico hosts “This Way to
Sustainability,” recognized as the largest student-run sustainability conference in
the nation. The event is jointly funded by the Associated Students, Inc. auxiliary,
Academic Affairs, and others in addition to community partners and sponsors.
The goal of the conference is to help build a sustainable society that balances
economic needs, social equity, and environmental realities.

At CSU San Marcos, singleuse plastic bottles were the
number one item recycled
on campus. As part of an
effort to decrease the
number of single-use plastic
water bottles, more than
30 hydration stations were
installed in every building
on the campus, eliminating
almost three million singleuse bottles.

• San Diego State auxiliary organizations have demonstrated an extraordinary
commitment to the CSU’s sustainability goals. Green Love, an Associated
Students (AS) Commission, is the sustainability brand on campus. They’ve led
campus sustainability efforts such as energy-efficient AS building upgrades,
campus-wide water bottle filling stations, Zero Waste event composting, and
recycling. All AS facilities are LEED certified, including the Double Platinum
Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union. Aztec Shops, the auxiliary that manages
dining services on campus, has many restaurants certified through the Green
Restaurant Association. Dining uses campus-grown food from more than twenty
garden plots and twenty aeroponic towers on campus, partnering with a local
organization to distribute excess harvest and ensure campus-grown food is
not wasted. Housing has a sustainability committee that meets twice a month,
supporting efforts such as zero-waste move-in and move-out events focused on
waste diversion, including food and durable goods drives.
• Sac State Campus Dining at University Enterprises, Inc. is committed to supporting
Sacramento State in reducing the environmental impact of the food service
operation with sustainable food purchasing, recycling and waste reduction,
such as using paper straws at all self-operated dining venues, using
environment-friendly packaging and materials, green custodial and cleaning,
and energy efficiency.

• Cal Poly San Luis Obispo’s Campus Dining sustainability efforts are focused
around four areas: Food Sustainability, Waste Stream Management, Water and
Energy Conservation, and Green Buildings and Transportation. Campus Dining
received a Best Practice Award for its food sustainability program in the 2017
Energy Efficiency and Sustainability Best Practice Awards Competition for
increasing food sustainability through procurement, production and waste
practices, building partnerships across the campus, and employing community
outreach and education to promote food sustainability.
• Cal Poly Pomona’s Foundation Dining Services auxiliary launched the “Green
Campaign” to educate and promote the health of the campus community,
California, and the world by promoting healthy choices and smart ways to live.
The Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch practices sustainability with the materials it
uses in the kitchen and dining room, and in the culinary garden and vineyards
located on the premises.
• Sonoma State’s Culinary Services auxiliary has a strong sustainability operation
that sources food locally and reduces and composts food and paper waste in
support of sustainability as one of the overarching values of the campus.
• At CSU San Marcos, the San Marcos Corporation aligns with commercial partners
with strong sustainability practices, such as First Class Vending, which focuses
their sustainability efforts on minimizing energy use of both their products
and corporate operations, such as solar panels at their southern California
distribution center and recycling practices throughout their operations. Follett’s
wholesale division buys back and recycles more than 11 million books annually.
Dining Services partners with Sodexo, which practices a strong policy of “Local,
Organic, and Sustainable” that includes a comprehensive list of efforts such as
purchasing produce from local California farms through FreshPoint, ensuring
that 100% of fish and seafood is sustainably sourced, and buying all products
certified sources.

A University and Auxiliary Partnership
The following examples highlight collaborative efforts between campuses and
participating auxiliaries, showcasing their sustainability efforts.
• Management of Facilities: Using green cleaning programs to reduce exposure
to toxic or harmful products and improve indoor environmental quality, and an
integrated pest management program to minimize the use of toxic pesticides
while still effectively controlling pests.
At Cal Poly San Luis Obispo,
more than 300 tons of food
and waste from Campus
Dining is composted annually.

Learn More

• Information Technology: Purchasing energy-efficient equipment, cloud computing
to reduce energy use, and e-waste management programs to reduce the
environmental impacts of electronic equipment.
Overall, the CSU campuses and its auxiliaries have an intentional, ongoing effort to
create brand partnerships with good corporate citizens that use reusable materials
for their products, such as Eco-Fleece clothing, water bottles made from recycled
materials, and many others.

For more information,
visit the AOA website at
www.csuaoa.org.
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